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Ellie Clin is an environmental educator by training and an adventurer at 

heart. She is a National Geographic Certified Teacher, a recipient of the 

Edward Burtynsky Award for Environmental Education, and a contributor 

to the 2nd edition of the Natural Curiosity educator resource. In her current 

role as a Program Director and Creative Writer with Adventure Canada, she 

feels particularly lucky to get to travel within the beautiful lands, waters, 

and ice of Inuit Nunangat. These journeys have humbled and inspired her to 

learn more about the places she calls home.  
 

 
 

Dave Skene is Métis and a citizen of the Métis Nation of Ontario. He is the 

Executive Director of White Owl Native Ancestry Association, a 

community-based Indigenous agency that has endeavoured to enhance the 

lives of Indigenous People in the Wellington, Dufferin, and Waterloo 

regions since 1975. He is one of the founding members of 

Wisahkotewinowak an Urban Indigenous Garden collective and has been a 

grass-roots educational innovator for over 30 years, leading numerous teams 

of Canadian youth on international education projects focused on justice 

and community development from an Indigenous perspective. His current 

focus is around issues of Urban Indigenous and land sovereignty, 

Indigenous agricultural practices, and land-based education. 
 

Martin Tamlyn is a community builder and teacher focused on restoration 

ecology within a decolonized framework. Originally trained as an 

elementary school teacher, he has spent the last 20 years dedicated to 

climate change mitigation action. He has designed and led programs in 

environmental home building, forest gardening, permaculture design, 

sustainable farming, and ecology. He currently manages the Ignatius Old-

Growth Forest Project, where he facilitates community-led ecological 

restoration and nature connection programs. 
 

 

Maurice Switzer, Bnesi, is a citizen of the Mississaugas of Alderville First 

Nation. He has served as an Ontario Human Rights Commissioner, 

publisher of the Winnipeg Free Press, communications director for the 

Assembly of First Nations and Union of Ontario Indians, and adjunct 

professor of Indigenous Studies and communications on the Laurentian 

University campus. He lives in North Bay, where he is currently chair of 

Nipissing University's Indigenous Council on Education and president of 

the North Bay Indigenous Friendship Centre.  


